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Computer problems
I know many of you have experience computer problems over the last few days.  Apparently there was a deadline regarding the safety of our systems that had to be met.  This required reimaging.  To avoid problems in the future please be sure to save all data on the H drive or in “my documents” on your desktop….if you don’t do this you are jeopardy of losing your files.   Students also need to save their work to the H drive for the same reason.
Legal Notes for October
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As you start preparing for Parent Teacher Conferences…

You might find the attached helpful
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Possible SS project…

Walker Library will do a Heroes’ tree again this year.  The tree will go on display starting November first.  Students are invited to make ornaments for the tree.  There will also be an ornament making class on Saturday, 5 November.

Do you know how to be happy? Tip 4

To get the most enjoyment out of your work life you should: a) Make friends with your coworkers; b) Be your own boss; c) Ask for a raise; d) Telecommute/work from home; a) A Gallup-Healthways survey found that the biggest determinant of  job satisfaction is having a best friend at the office. One suggestion is to get to know your colleagues outside of work by organizing a happy hour or joining the office softball team…Way to Go Sunshine with our Payday dinners (
Doing your part to stop bullying…
DoDEA is tasking all of us with eliminating bullying in schools. Research indicates that what works best are ongoing educational programs  that help create a healthy social climate in the school. This means teaching kids at every grade level how to be inclusive leaders and how to be empathic towards others and teaching victims effective resistance techniques.  Please regularly include conversations and strategies about recognizing and dealing with Bullying.  Don’t forget the resource handed out at the beginning of the year “How to be Bully Free”. 
Using Aspen to record tardies and absences
Teachers are requested to enter tardies into Aspen.  Also, all teachers now have the ability to go back up to nine days to enter/correct absences.  Please use this right to changes absences from unexcused to excused or vice versa.
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I continue to see many best practices as I visit classrooms.  Today I saw students working in both large and small groups and working with partners.  Teachers are also using specific praise i.e. defining what was done right not just saying good job.  It is also great to see teachers using music and art as vehicles for learning. 








Never be afraid to sit awhile and think!
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Parent-Teacher Conference Planning Resources



· Parent Conference Considerations

A list of issues to consider before you begin parent-teacher conferences.

· Parent-Teacher Conferences: Before, During, and After

Teacher-parent conferences give you an opportunity to increase communication between school and home, keep parents informed about their child's progress, and develop a plan for the student's future. You'll find excellent advice to help you prepare for these meetings. New teachers will find this resource particularly valuable.

· Top 10 Teacher-Parent Collaboration Ideas

Encouraging parent participation in educating their children will help you to be a more effective teacher. Our Top 10 ideas on how to get parents more involved in many aspects of the school day are featured in this gallery of printables and articles. New teachers will find this resource particularly valuable.

· Tips for a Successful Parent-Teacher Conference

Here are some general hints for parents on how to ensure a successful parent-teacher conference. New teachers will find this printable resource particularly valuable when trying to form lasting relationships with parents. Use these ideas in your conferences to narrow your discussion to what interests parents most.

· Parent-Teacher Communication Advice from Veteran Teachers

Communication with parents is an essential part of teaching. Here is a list of helpful suggestions from experienced educators.

· Help Parents Deal with Homework

The strategies outlined in this article will help parents work successfully with their children to finish homework. Discuss these methods with parents at teacher-parent conferences or on the phone.

· Advice for Parent-Teacher Conferences

Find general advice about how to plan for and implement successful conferences. This printable resource provides excellent advice for preparing for teacher-parent conferences, or any discussion with parents about the progress of their students.

· Parent-Teacher Conferences: Five Important Questions

Prepare yourself for parent-teacher conferences by having the answers for some very important questions, sure to be discussed at your parent-teacher conference. New teachers, unfamiliar with the dynamics of conferences, should find this resource particularly valuable.

· Create a Meaningful Open House

Your students' parents are powerful allies and can make your job much more manageable. Learn some tips on how to foster a positive relationship with parents and host a successful open house.

· Step 7: Inform Students and Parents About the Adaptation

Step 7 in the framework for adapting language arts, social studies, and science materials in the inclusive classroom.

Conference Forms & Records

· Conference Thank-You

Give parents positive feedback for participating in a parent-teacher conference with this thank-you form.

· Conference Documentation Form

Complete this form during or immediately after a parent-teacher conference. Have all parties involved sign the form. This printable is customizable. Tailor the PDF to your teaching needs by typing in the highlighted fields before printing.

· Parent Conference Consensus Sheet

Ensure every attendee of your parent-teacher conferences understands the goals and outcomes of the meetings. This printable resource outlines the topics covered in the conference, a very useful tool when new teachers are juggling the needs of many students and parents.

· Parental Contact Record

Keep a written record of each contact you make with parents. This record-keeping method becomes invaluable if controversy arises, as you will be able to refer back to past conversations.

· Telephone Conversation Itinerary

List points that you would like to make in a conversation with a student's parents, or record details communicated during a phone discussion.

· Letter to Families

Discover a letter that can be sent home to parents explaining the Gorp's curriculum and message. This great school safety resource focuses on the danger of guns.

Additional Resources

· New Teacher Resources

Discover everything a beginning teacher will need for a successful school year, from tips for your first day, to classroom-management advice, to printables and lesson plans that will support your curriculum all year long.

· Back-to-School Headquarters

Return to school this fall prepared to conquer any questions you or your students might have about the school year. Our resources range from teaching students the school's layout to assessment tips.



Read more on TeacherVision: http://www.teachervision.fen.com/teacher-parent-conferences/resource/3713.html#ixzz1bIxNWTQX




