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Last year as a new principal I was looking for ways to better communicate with all of you.  Although we have a Daily Bulletin it was geared more towards standard operating procedures (SOP) and I was looking for something more personal…thus the DAS Daily News was started.  The focus of this “news bulletin” is to provide information pertinent to you as a teacher both personally and professionally.  Trainings, special events, articles, information from the district, area, and HQ will all be included.  You are encouraged to make this your daily required reading so you are “in the know”.  We welcome your thoughts and ideas on how to make this better; our commitment is one page a day.
Four Simple Tips to Start the Year Strong (Nick Provenzano, Edutopia http://www.edutopia.org/blog/new-school-year-tips-nick-provenzano)
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Blackboard:  

Blackboard is an excellent resource for curriculum, instruction and assessment.  For the new teachers we will submit your names to DoDEA for access.  For everyone else, in case you have forgotten The URL is https://dodea.blackboard.com  and login  If you have forgotten your password please contact Uvella.knight@pac.dodea.edu
Difference in daily rate for PPE 
FYI, this school year contains something that happens once every 4 years, you guessed LEAP YEAR!  Due to this all educators pay who are on 26 or 260 per day Pay Method are seeing a drop of approximately $1 - $3 in their Daily Rate.  Especially those educators who do not receive a Step Increase this year.  The Daily rate for this School Year is based on 262 days vice 260.

The same thing will happen for the 21 or 213 per day Pay Method for those educators.  21 pay, due to the Leap Year, is now a based on 214 days vice 213

Lexile Grade Level Conversion Chart
Attached is the conversion chart; you may find helpful as students take the SRI.  There are also some excellent websites for finding books that match that different levels as well as checking the Lexile level on any material you plan to use. Google Lexile…
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Invitation to a BBQ at General Hurley’s; please RSVP as soon as possible!
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Welcome to all our retuning staff and welcome to our new staff!  Nedra and I are looking forward to a year of challenges and changes. 
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Brigadier General Paul C. Hurley, Jr.

Commanding General


19th Expeditionary Sustainment Command

cordially invite you to attend a


Hosted Welcoming Barbecue Social in Honor 

of our DAS and DHS Teachers and School Staff 

on Friday, the ninth of September 2011

at  six o’clock, until half-past eight o’clock  p.m.

at Quarters 1, Camp Walker, Daegu, Korea


                       RSVP NLT  31 August 2011                       Dress: Casual

                       Mr. White, 768-7538 or 010-3506-7315


Whiteg@korea.army.mil
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                                                                      “ MENU””

Barbecue Chicken Wings

Swedish Meat Ball

Hot Dogs and Hamburgers with Condiments

Yakimandu with Special Sauce

Kim Ba

Kimchi

Corn on the Cob

Potato Salad

Cole Slaw

Macaroni and Cheese

Baked Beans

Corn Bread and Rolls

Fresh Raw Vegetable Tray with Dip

Assorted Fresh Fruit Tray

Potato Chips and Pretzels with Dip

Keg Draft Beer, Wine and  Water 
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Four Simple Tips to Start the Year Strong 

By Nicholas Provenzano
8/18/11 

Nick Provenzano (@thenerdyteacher on Twitter) teaches high school English at Grosse Pointe South High School in Grosse Pointe, MI. He also blogs at TheNerdyTeacher.com. 



I've been teaching for nearly 10 years and I still get butterflies in my stomach the day before classes start. I can only imagine what my new students must be feeling as they come to school. The first day really sets the tone for the rest of the school year and I want these new students to feel welcomed and comfortable the minute they walk into my room. Here are four easy tips to create an awesome first day experience. 

1. Greet every student at the door as they come in. A handshake, a wave or a smile are great ways to welcome students to class. That first impression is key. The students will feel comfortable the second they come in. 

2. Make small talk with some of the students. Walk around and see what the kids did over the summer. Create an environment where friendly conversation is the norm from the very first day. 

3. Introduce yourself. Provide some background on your teaching career, but also tell them about your personal likes and dislikes. I love to tell an embarrassing story from school. It lightens the mood for the class and I feel it's important for students to see me as a person and a teacher. 

4. Pass out the syllabus and go over the class expectations. After creating a welcoming environment, go over the class rules. I find the students are more receptive when they are more comfortable. 

These four tips help make the students more at ease on the first day and can establish a wonderful tone for the rest of the school year. I find that I use the first two tips almost every day to help maintain the environment created on the first day. If the kids feel comfortable, they will be ready to learn. Enjoy the first day of the year, and remember: They are just as scared as you are. 

If you like this, you might also like

· Starting the New Year on a Positive Note bu Mary Beth Hertz 

· Balancing Work and Life: The On-Going Challenge for Educators by Elena Aguilar 

· Back-to-School Guide: Jump Start Learning With New Media Edutopia Classroom Guide 

· New (School) Year's Resolutions: The Leaders Speak by Edutopia Staff 

· Social and Emotional Learning and the Start of School by Maurice Elias 




