[image: image5.jpg]



Mid-Quarter Progress Reports should be sent no later than 30 Sept
Information Meeting, Tuesday, Room 412
Although these are designed with new teachers in mind, everyone is welcome. This month we are going to visit the performance appraisal system.
No yoga classes today, Tuesday; classes resume on Thursday

Responsibility for DoDEA property

Attached is a memo from Ms. Ohman, Pacific Area director, regarding the responsibilities of all DoDEA employees
You still have a chance to share your opinion

The deadline for reviewing 21st century school specifications has been extended to 7 October


[image: image1.emf]Director Memo Ed  Specs Extension 9-19-11.pdf


Talking Points for new DoDEA attendance policy…
Please include in parent newsletters
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Graduate Credit Software PD opportunity
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Thank you to all the teachers that hosted students from our Korean partners.  The students all appeared to have a great time!








You can learn a line from a win and a book from a defeat."


Paul Brown
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The DoDEA ET's and IS's Present the Creativity Software
Courses Once Again!

The Courses start September 26™
Contact the Instructors below for more information.

Courses Offered

Course Lead Instructor
(Audacity and Sound Taekisha Vaughan
Editing) 3-12

Captivate (ET and Bob Mungas
Teachers)

DoDEA Database Terri Diaz

Subscriptions ES

DoDEA Database
Subscriptions HS

Romy Kerstetter

DoDEA Database Lori Kimble
Subscriptions MS
ExamView Kevin Schiele
Frames PK -8 Susan Gafford
Gaggle Net 3-12 Dolores McDowell-
Schaffer
Image Blender PK -5 Oren Eddie
Inspiration 6-12 Tom Edgar
Kidspiration PK-5 Antoinette Black
LabQuest (High School Galen Tate

Science Only)

Media Blender 3 -5

Robert Humphreys

Photoshop 6-12 Jack Higbee
Pixie PK-5 Robert Voce
Premiere Elements 6 -12 Alan Silverstein
Recipes4Success PK-5 Ken Wojcik

Snag IT (ET and
Teachers)

Jo Brei-Crawley

Twist 6-8

Linda Sanborn

Assistance / Co-Teaching

Are you busy trying to teach the entire curriculum in a
school year? Would you like help with planning and
teaching? Would you like to add pizzazz and integrate
technology into your lessons? We are here to help! Take
one of these classes and you will:

e Learn how to engage students and increase
student learning via technology

e Develop and teach a lesson/project with a team
of educators helping you

e Learn how to use a particular piece of software
in your classroom

And as a special bonus, you can earn one college
graduate credit hour for each class you take. Sign-
up today to get the help you need and deserve!

Your ET will assist you with many of the lessons

You will have the assistance of an online community
Your ET will co-teach with you
Your ET will co-plan with you

All of the courses are eleven weeks long. This gives
you time enough to plan and teach a lesson
integrating technology but does not monopolize your
time.

Want to take more than one course? The enthusiastic
teacher may take up to two courses. A teacher is not
allowed to take over two courses. Make sure you
discuss this with your ET before you sign up for
more than one class.

You become familiar with the software before teaching
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
EDUCATION ACTIVITY
4040 NORTH FAIRFAX DRIVE
ARLINGTON, VA 22203-1635

SEP 19 2011

MEMORANDUM FOR DIRECTOR, DODDS-EUROPE
DIRECTOR, DODDS-PACIFIC/DDESS-GUAM
DIRECTOR, DDESS/DODDS-CUBA
HEADQUARTERS CABINET
AREA SUPERINTENDENTS
SCHOOL PRINCIPALS

SUBJECT: 21* Century Schools Education Facilities Specifications - Revised Timeline

Most of you are already aware of our school construction program and the opportunity it
presents to provide schools to support a 21* Century education. Critical to the design process are
the supporting Education Facility Specifications (Ed Specs) that provide both the functionality
you need for instructional delivery and the guidance needed by architects and engineers for
design and construction of these schools.

Draft Ed Specs have been posted and I would like to thank those of you who have already
provided comment. I do feel however that the length of time for review should be extended to
allow a greater period of reflection and more insightful comments from our stakeholders. Please
ensure the widest dissemination of this extension and encourage all educators to be involved.
Especially critical is input from Area leadership, Superintendents, and Principals. I would like
the assurance that each of these individuals has taken the time to review this important guidance
that will define schools of the future. Following is the new timeline for production of Ed Specs.
Review comments are due no later than October 7. The Educational Specifications are online
and can be accessed at the following address:
http://visualmedia.jacobs.com/dodea/html/Home. html.

o Oct 7 Comments and Suggestions from DoDEA Education to be Submitted
o Oct10~-20 Incorporate DoDEA Education Comments

o Oct21 Education Specifications Delivered to DoDEA

o Oct28 - 21" Century Education Facilities Specifications Published

As has already been publicized, comments should be submitted to
21steenturyschools@hq.dodea.edu. My point of contact for this endeavor is Mr. Mike Smiley,
Logistics Division, Facilities Branch. He may be reached by telephone at (703) 588-3509.

y el

Marilee Fitzgerald
Acting Director
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Introducing:

the Integrating Multiple Technologies into Learning course.

The Bavaria District is also offering a two credit course for advanced computer users looking to integrate
more than one technology into instruction.

To be eligible for this course you should be able to check off one of the items below
If you:

o have successfully completed one of the Creativity Software courses

e regularly use technology in your classroom with students

e are comfortable with technology and learning new technology applications
e are comfortable with project based learning

this course may be for you. If you are unsure whether this course is a good fit for you, please contact your
Educational Technologist. Contact Bill Morgan to sign up for the course.

Course Description:

Integrating Multiple Technologies into Learning

The purpose of this course is to form a team consisting of the local Educational Technologist (ET), a
grade level or subject area teacher, and an online ET (who is running the course). The course will group
teachers of the same grade level or subject area (for example: 3™ grade teachers or 9" grade English
teachers) into the same online course which will be directed by the course instructor.

The teacher and the local ET will design a project based learning (PBL) project using the backwards
design process. They will create a project that will have students using at least 2 different technologies
during the project. The project should preferably take place over 2 — 10 days.

The modules for the course are below. In short, the first 2 weeks is spent getting acquainted with your
classmates and sharing ideas for projects. We will group people into the same grade level and subject,
so we expect a lot of sharing. Week 3 is spent working with the local ET and the course instructor (as
needed) to develop a project. The project will require you to learn some different software packages
or technologies. In conjunction with the local ET, you will develop a course of study so that you can
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master the new software or technologies. Weeks 4 — 6 will be used for you to follow your course of
study. In week 7 you will write and share the lesson plans you will be using in the project. Weeks 8 —
10 you will be co-teaching the project with your local ET. Weeks 12 and 13 you will be debriefing your
project with the entire class and sharing what you did with your local faculty. We planned the last
week to be during the first week of classes after break so that you could present easily at your faculty
meeting in January.

Week Dates Ll Module Points
Number
Start: Initial collaboration with ET 10
Sep. 26 i
Week 1: p 1 .(and IS) and email your
instructor.
Due:2 Oct 2 Get to know your classmates 10
Start: 20
Week 2: Oct 3 3 Brainstorm ideas for a
Due: project
Oct. 9
Start: Using Backward Design 10
Oct. 10 i
Week 3: 4 jl'empléte, share your project
idea with the class
Due Oct. 5 Create a course of study with 10
16 your ET
Start: 20
Weeks 4 - 6: Oct. 17 6 Complete your course of
Due: study
Nov. 6
Start: 10
Week 7: Nov. 7 7 Share your lesson plans for
Due: the project
Nov. 13
Start:
Weeks 8 —10: Nov. 14 3 Co-teach your project with
Due: your ET
Dec. 4
Start: 10
Week 11: Dec. 5 9 Collect and post student
Due: work from your project
Dec. 11
Start: Share what happened with 20
Dec. 12 10 your project with your
Week 12: virtual classmates.
Due: Debrief and give feedback on 10
Dec: 18 11 your virtual classmates
projects
Start: 10
Week 13: Jan. 3 12 Share your project with your
Due: Jan. local colleagues
10
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Talking Points for Principals



Attendance – what everyone should know:

· School attendance is a serious issue for children throughout the country and military children are no exception. 

· Many families — both military and non-military — underestimate the importance of regular school attendance for young children (kindergarten and first grade) but even missing just 5% of kindergarten — that's just nine days — can be an indicator that a child will fall behind by the fifth grade. 

· Regular school attendance has a cumulative effect of establishing life-long positive traits — responsibility, determination, respect for rules of society -- that are critical for developing career readiness skills, success in college and in life. 

· Regular school attendance correlates directly with success in academic work, improves social interaction with adults and peers and provides opportunities for important communication between teachers and students.

· DoDEA has an attendance policy that is consistent with attendance policies in many U.S. public schools. 

· DoDEA's attendance policy is founded on the principle that regular student attendance promotes higher levels of student achievement, school connectedness, and readiness for colleges and careers. 

· Key components of the policy include:

· A requirement for students to attend school for 180 instructional days per school year (subject to specific exceptions noted in the policy).

· A requirement for students to complete an educational plan consistent with regularly planned school work during absences.

· Increased communication with parents about the effects of absences on student performance.

· Referral of students with five days of absences to the Student Support Team.

· Referral of students with seven days of absences to the local Command for appropriate intervention and support.

· A Student Educational Monitoring Plan to lessen the impact of a student missing classroom instruction if they need to be out for more than five days.

· Daily attendance record-keeping, review, and analysis.

 

· Excused absences can include: 

· Personal illness 

· A medical, dental, or mental health appointment 

· Serious illness in the student's immediate family 

· A death in the student's immediate family or of a relative 

· A religious holiday 

· Emergency conditions such as fire, flood, or storm 

· Unique family circumstances warranting absence and coordinated with school administration. 

· College visits that cannot be scheduled on non-school days 

· Reasonable amounts of time surrounding deployments and reintegration providing missed schoolwork is obtained in advance and completed upon return. 

· Academic penalties will not be imposed for excused absences. 



· We have and will continue to be as flexible as possible in accommodating the precious time families have together but flexibilities and accommodations have limitations, especially when they impact on student performance and attendance at school.







Attendance – what parents should know

· Parents can team up with teachers to make sure students are in school and ready to learn.

· How parents can help:



· Schedule medical and dental appointments outside of school hours.

· Schedule vacations during school breaks.

· Schedule Permanent Change of Station (PCS) moves to coincide with summer breaks or other scheduled school breaks.

· When moving, check school calendars to be aware of important school dates (beginning/ending of school year; testing dates, breaks, etc.).

· Make it a habit to contact their child’s teachers/principals to arrange to pick up missed school work, either in advance if the absence is known, or the same day their child is absent.
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