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American Education Week, note from Ms. Fitzgerald
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Opportunity to visit with Dr. Miller, Superintendent of Korea


Dr. Miller, the Superintendent of the Korea District and Dr. Allen the Assistant Superintendent will be in Daegu to meet with teachers, parents, and community members who have concerns, questions, or issues they would like to discuss regarding Daegu American School.





They will be located in the ACS building, 1103.  To make an appointment please contact Ms. Tonnica Tucker at DSN 723-7863. They will be available to meet between 0830-1430.  If you require a sub to meet with them please let me know.





Teaching Secrets�While many of you may know these; as we start on the second quarter this is a great time to reflect on what you have done, what you want to do, and how you might do it.
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Bringing “your own” curtains into school:


If you have brought in your own curtains to spruce up your room the fabric should be flame retardant; see attached article:
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Spirit Week 14-17 November
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It looks like it was a busy Monday.  It is great to hear students talking about their classes, what they are learning and how much they like school…you are all doing a tremendous job! 





NOVEMBER 15, 2011








Life is like a game of poker: If you don't put any in the pot, there won't be any to take out.
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Teaching Secrets: Teaching Students How to Learn


By Cossondra George 
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Great teachers not only have a firm grasp of content but are also adept at helping diverse learners master those concepts and skills. It can be a lot to manage, and new teachers sometimes lose sight of another important aspect of our roles: guiding students to become responsible for their own learning. 

Even veteran teachers sometimes tell students to "take notes" or to "study" without ever sharing strategies for doing so. Modeling techniques for reading, note-taking, and studying can take time, but it is a worthwhile investment. By encouraging students to be intentional in their learning, you can equip them with the tools they need to be successful in your own classroom and in the future. 

Awareness of common pitfalls and effective strategies can support your efforts to help students "learn to learn" throughout the school year: 


Pitfall #1: Assuming students will be able to identify important information and take useful notes. Note-taking activities can be fraught with problems, particularly if the text is above the student’s reading level. Often students start writing immediately, taking wild guesses about what might matter. They blindly gather bits and pieces without a sense of how the facts relate to one another. 


Avoiding the Pitfall: Work with students to demonstrate effective reading and note-taking strategies. Read selections aloud. Model (and have students discuss) how to select information that is worthy of inclusion in notes. Demonstrate techniques like previewing the reading, examining bold words and headings, putting main ideas in your own words, and being attentive to captions. 


Explore different styles of note-taking, and discuss how to match note-taking styles with the content covered. For example, help students learn to recognize when it might be appropriate to use a Venn diagram to compare and contrast two topics, or when an outline’s hierarchical structure will help organize the study of chronological events. Introduce a range of note-taking tools (including highlighters, sticky notes, and index cards) that meet the varied needs of all learners. Practice taking notes as a group, engaging students in discussion about what is important and how to record it. 


Pitfall #2: Assuming students know how to "study." The truth is that many students do not know how to go about learning material on their own. 


Avoiding the Pitfall: Once students have learned to read carefully and take meaningful notes, you can guide them in using those tools to study effectively. 


Set aside small chunks of class time each day to intentionally teach students about strategies for studying. Demonstrate that repetition is critical to retaining new material. Introduce different ways of using their notes: quizzing themselves with note cards, playing review games, and creating test questions for one another. Practice vocabulary together every day. Work on creating mnemonics to remember difficult sequences. Help students realize that learning is a process, not a night-before-the-test memorization activity. 


Pitfall #3—Assuming students understand the link between studying and academic performance. Students who have never learned to identify important ideas, take useful notes, and study effectively may not "believe in" studying to enhance their academic performance. They may even assume that higher-performing students are "just smarter."


Avoiding the Pitfall: Set the stage to show students the dividends they will reap from their efforts. As you guide students in learning to take notes and study effectively, give them opportunities to evaluate and reflect on these techniques. 


Ask students to set learning goals for their unit (perhaps based on pretests, if you use them). Regularly review those learning goals and have students reflect on their own progress. Prod students to discover what they still need to accomplish in order to be successful. As you monitor individual students' progress, make adjustments in your instruction and help them plan how to meet their own learning needs. 


After the unit test or other assessment, have students reflect on their own progress from the initial pretest to the final product. How did the process of studying lead them to success? Which study tools do they find most useful? In what areas do they need to find new tools to help them learn? Asking students to think about how they learn (and to make adjustments accordingly) will help them feel more in control of their own academic progress. 


As you work through the process together over the course of the school year, "learning to learn" will become quicker and more automatic for students. And you will have shared a valuable gift with them: the ability to encounter, organize, and internalize new concepts in their academic and professional lives. 



Flame Retardant Curtains



Our schools require furnishings and draperies to meet flame retardant specifications.  Those that are flame retardant will have a label on them so stating. If you have unauthorized furnishings, draperies or curtains they must be removed immediately or proof that they meet flame retardant specifications provided.   Thank you.   . 

              

14.7.4 Furnishings and Decorations.

14.7.4.1 Draperies, curtains, and other similar furnishings and decorations in educational occupancies shall be in accordance with the provisions of 10.3.1.



10.3.1* Where required by the applicable provisions of this Code, draperies, curtains, and other similar loosely

hanging furnishings and decorations shall meet the flame propagation performance criteria contained in NFPA 701,

Standard Methods of Fire Tests for Flame Propagation of Textiles and Films.



The testing requirements of NFPA 701, Standard Methods of Fire Tests for Flame Propagation of Textiles and

Films, measure the level of hazard posed by draperies and other loosely hanging fabrics and films. NFPA701

describes procedures for an intermediate-scale test (referred to as Test Method 1) and a large-scale test (referred

to as Test Method 2). The applicable test method is determined, in part, by the weight of the material

per unit area (i.e., areal density). Both tests involve applying a flame to a vertically positioned sample for a

specified time. Upon removal of the flame-producing burner, the sample must self-extinguish and must not

have charred beyond a specified distance in order to pass the test. Additionally, with the intermediate-scale

test, a specified maximum percent weight loss cannot be exceeded.






Message from the DoDEA Acting Director

Ms. Marilee Fitzgerald



From November 13-19, DoDEA will join school districts across the nation in celebrating American Education Week. This year's theme is, "Great Public Schools: A Basic Right and Our Responsibility." This celebration highlights the importance of providing every child in America with a quality public education, and the need for everyone to participate in making public schools great. 

Great schools are the result of the commitment, dedication, and perseverance of educators, school staff, parents, students and communities. American Education Week spotlights and pays tribute to many people of different backgrounds coming together in a unified effort and contributing their time and talent to build the best schools. Nowhere is this cooperation more evident than in our DoDEA schools. Our school communities are comprised of families from every military service, teachers, administrators and staff members from all over the United States and the globe, and buildings that stand in nearly every time zone across the world. 

Every child deserves a great school. Great schools extend beyond the boundaries of military installations. DoDEA's collaboration with public schools that educate military-connected children is a partnership focused on making sure all students have an opportunity to learn, grow, prosper, and achieve to their highest potential. Regardless of where they attend school, military children enrich the lives of others and infuse an energy and spirit that is invigorating and inspiring. 

It takes teamwork - amongst educators, families and the entire community - to keep our DoD schools strong, and great schools benefit everyone. I encourage you to take time during this special celebration and come together as a school community to identify and work on a project at your school that is an enduring sign of teamwork and commitment among students, teachers, administrators, staff, and military community members. Take action to make your school a "Great School." Investments in great schools build strong military communities. It's not the type or size of project that counts - it's the process of collaboration and cooperation that will turn even the smallest of ideas into the greatest realities. Our schools are not only great during American Education Week - they are great every single day of the year.

DoDEA takes pride in great schools and through American Education Week, we celebrate DoDEA's education tradition and contribution to our nation's military. There is no greater calling than contributing to the future of our country by educating our children, and no greater opportunity than serving those military and civilian families who sacrifice so much in the name of freedom. During this special week -- and every week -- we need to remember our responsibility to provide every child with a quality education. Let's celebrate this week by making new beginnings in our schools.

Thank you for everything you do during this special week and every week for our students, families, military communities and our nation. I look forward to hearing about your activities, events, and projects. Go out and make your school a "Great School!"
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SPIRIT WEEK Nov. 14th-17th 

(Book Fair Nov. 14th-18th 8:30am-2:00pm & Wed. 6pm-8pm) Next week the book fair will be coming to Daegu American School! To celebrate and promote the book fair, the Daegu American School (Pre K through 8th grade) will be holding a spirit week! The spirit week and book fair theme is “Outta This World!”

Monday’s theme is “Alien Attitude Day!”

	Dress up like a creature from out of this world!

Tuesday’s theme is “Twin Day!”

	Partner up with a friend and dress alike!

Wednesday’s theme is “School Spirit Day!”

	Wear green and white to show your dragon spirit!

Thursday’s theme is “Pajama Day!”

Wear your comfortable pajamas to school! Remember, school dress codes still apply. 
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