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Please remind parents to check out the lost and found items in the lobby of the main building





One ET and 60 plus staff…


Ms. Smith is doing her best to provide assistance and support to everyone, please be patient.  We may have to delay installing Elmo’s and Smartboards so Ms. Smith can turn more of her attention to her primary job, which is co-teaching and proving assistance to support curricular learning.  Any problems with Gradespeed should be addressed to � HYPERLINK "mailto:ann.abata@pac.dodea.edu" �ann.abata@pac.dodea.edu� ; questions with the computers, software installation, and email should be sent to Mr. White. Thanks for your understanding. 





American Education Week, note from Ms. Fitzgerald


� EMBED Word.Document.12 \s ���





Tapping into Prior Knowledge


� EMBED Word.Document.8 \s ���





Bringing “your own” curtains into school:


If you have brought in your own curtains to spruce up your room the fabric should be flame retardant; see attached article:


� EMBED Word.Document.12 \s ���























































































































Congratulations to all the students and sponsors of Odyssey of the Mind.  The presentations this afternoon were original, creative, and fun ( 








NOVEMBER 17, 2011








Life is like a game of poker: If you don't put any in the pot, there won't be any to take out.











Flame Retardant Curtains



Our schools require furnishings and draperies to meet flame retardant specifications.  Those that are flame retardant will have a label on them so stating. If you have unauthorized furnishings, draperies or curtains they must be removed immediately or proof that they meet flame retardant specifications provided.   Thank you.   . 

              

14.7.4 Furnishings and Decorations.

14.7.4.1 Draperies, curtains, and other similar furnishings and decorations in educational occupancies shall be in accordance with the provisions of 10.3.1.



10.3.1* Where required by the applicable provisions of this Code, draperies, curtains, and other similar loosely

hanging furnishings and decorations shall meet the flame propagation performance criteria contained in NFPA 701,

Standard Methods of Fire Tests for Flame Propagation of Textiles and Films.



The testing requirements of NFPA 701, Standard Methods of Fire Tests for Flame Propagation of Textiles and

Films, measure the level of hazard posed by draperies and other loosely hanging fabrics and films. NFPA701

describes procedures for an intermediate-scale test (referred to as Test Method 1) and a large-scale test (referred

to as Test Method 2). The applicable test method is determined, in part, by the weight of the material

per unit area (i.e., areal density). Both tests involve applying a flame to a vertically positioned sample for a

specified time. Upon removal of the flame-producing burner, the sample must self-extinguish and must not

have charred beyond a specified distance in order to pass the test. Additionally, with the intermediate-scale

test, a specified maximum percent weight loss cannot be exceeded.
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Are You Tapping into Prior Knowledge Often Enough in Your Classroom? 

By Rebecca Alber

Learning progresses primarily from prior knowledge, and only secondarily from the materials we present to students, studies show. Think about that. We teachers spend so much time gathering materials -- important and necessary for good instruction -- but are we often enough using the greatest tools right there at our fingertips? All of those young minds, ready to go!


We are all guilty of hurrying through teaching some concept or skill, and not taking the time to slow down, ask the kids what they already know about the matter, and make important connections to what is to come. Here’s some reasons to remind us why we need to cut that out and activities to help us.


The Research Behind It


Constructivism proposes that new knowledge is constructed from old. It holds the educational belief that as teachers, it’s essential that we make connections between what new is being presented with students’ prior experiences. 


The Swiss psychologist Jean Piaget believed educating children to be one of society’s most important tasks. And after much research, he concluded youngsters, like adults, combine prior knowledge with experience. Learners make sense of their experiences (and learning) using their own schemata. And there’s John Dewey, a child-centered educator, as well as philosopher and psychologist, considered one of the first educational reformers. Dewey focused on the growth of a child's capabilities and interests more than the mandates of a curriculum. And both of these early education researchers influenced the development of constructivism.


Use It or Lose It -- PK Strategies


Launching the learning in your classroom from the prior knowledge of your students is a tenet of good teaching. In an earlier post about scaffolding techniques, I also wrote that asking students to share their own experiences, hunches, and ideas about the content or concept of study and relating it to their own lives should be done at the start of a lesson -- and throughout a unit of study.


Try these activities for firing up those young minds and tapping into prior knowledge:


· Image Brainstorm. Project an image on the LCD projector or smartboard and ask students to tell you everything they can about the picture. Choose images that make sense to them and also allow you to connect to the new content and/or concepts students will be learning. I often would use an image of famous artwork to launch our discussion on tone and mood in a particular poem or short story.


· K-W-L Chart. Tried and true, yes, though I have to say, it doesn’t work with all subjects and can be an overused activity for assessing prior knowledge. Use sparingly and dynamically.


· Picture Books. No matter the age, they work like magic. If there’s a concept or skill you are about to introduce, find a children's book that's related in some way and that your students may be familiar with. Read it aloud and watch the bells go off.


· ABC Brainstorming. I love this one. On one sheet of paper students make a box for every letter of the alphabet and then (they can do it in pairs) brainstorm a word or phrase that starts with each letter. For example, if kids are about to study the history of slavery in the U.S., they may write things like: "Africans" for a, "boat" for b, "chains" for c, etc.


· Class Brainstorm Web. Free-for-all, classroom fun I like to call it. After writing a word or phrase in a circle (whiteboard, poster paper) have students write as many words connected to it that they can think of around it. For example, you might write "photosynthesis" in the center and kids write things like, plants, green, sun, water, and light. I like to use a timer with this activity to create a sense of urgency (which adds to the fun). Keep the web visible throughout upcoming lessons and refer to it as you explore photosynthesis in-depth, even asking them to add words and facts to it.


If we don’t ignite the prior knowledge of our students when we teach, we may fall prey to what the late Brazilian educational theorist Paulo Freire referred to as “the banking concept” in pedagogy -- treating students as if they are empty vessel waiting to be filled with the knowledge of the teacher. Basically, taking on a view that the kids have very little to offer to the classroom learning and discussions.


Thank goodness we know this to be a ridiculous notion.


We also know that when we use the schemata of students to genuinely shape and guide the learning, we may take some unexpected roads -- changing lesson plans and learning outcomes all together. And that’s okay.



Message from the DoDEA Acting Director

Ms. Marilee Fitzgerald



From November 13-19, DoDEA will join school districts across the nation in celebrating American Education Week. This year's theme is, "Great Public Schools: A Basic Right and Our Responsibility." This celebration highlights the importance of providing every child in America with a quality public education, and the need for everyone to participate in making public schools great. 

Great schools are the result of the commitment, dedication, and perseverance of educators, school staff, parents, students and communities. American Education Week spotlights and pays tribute to many people of different backgrounds coming together in a unified effort and contributing their time and talent to build the best schools. Nowhere is this cooperation more evident than in our DoDEA schools. Our school communities are comprised of families from every military service, teachers, administrators and staff members from all over the United States and the globe, and buildings that stand in nearly every time zone across the world. 

Every child deserves a great school. Great schools extend beyond the boundaries of military installations. DoDEA's collaboration with public schools that educate military-connected children is a partnership focused on making sure all students have an opportunity to learn, grow, prosper, and achieve to their highest potential. Regardless of where they attend school, military children enrich the lives of others and infuse an energy and spirit that is invigorating and inspiring. 

It takes teamwork - amongst educators, families and the entire community - to keep our DoD schools strong, and great schools benefit everyone. I encourage you to take time during this special celebration and come together as a school community to identify and work on a project at your school that is an enduring sign of teamwork and commitment among students, teachers, administrators, staff, and military community members. Take action to make your school a "Great School." Investments in great schools build strong military communities. It's not the type or size of project that counts - it's the process of collaboration and cooperation that will turn even the smallest of ideas into the greatest realities. Our schools are not only great during American Education Week - they are great every single day of the year.

DoDEA takes pride in great schools and through American Education Week, we celebrate DoDEA's education tradition and contribution to our nation's military. There is no greater calling than contributing to the future of our country by educating our children, and no greater opportunity than serving those military and civilian families who sacrifice so much in the name of freedom. During this special week -- and every week -- we need to remember our responsibility to provide every child with a quality education. Let's celebrate this week by making new beginnings in our schools.

Thank you for everything you do during this special week and every week for our students, families, military communities and our nation. I look forward to hearing about your activities, events, and projects. Go out and make your school a "Great School!"








