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Four Ideas for  Differentiating Classroom Lessons


Former New York City teacher Marisa Kaplan, who is certified in special education, in this blog post discusses four ways in which a lesson can be differentiated to meet individual students' needs. Kaplan uses a sample lesson on communities to explain how to differentiate instruction by content, method of delivery, resources and products, with the end result being a lesson tailored in simple ways to help students learn. �HYPERLINK "http://r.smartbrief.com/resp/dpvoCcfLsXpWpmfganbjcsalxzbR?format=standard" \t "_blank"�Edutopia.org/Marisa Kaplan's blog�





You Tube Videos that Might Be of Interest


�HYPERLINK "http://email.e-mailnetworks.com/ct/24178432:5549528026:m:1:315346466:C6E440DED609B4A44775E0DB298580C4:r" \t "_blank"�Positive Discipline Strategies Yield Quick Results�


�HYPERLINK "http://email.e-mailnetworks.com/ct/24178433:5549528026:m:1:315346466:C6E440DED609B4A44775E0DB298580C4:r" \t "_blank"�An Introduction to Project-Based Learning �





Friendly Reminder: Please be on time for bus duty


Your participation keeps our students safe so please be on time.  Since most of our clocks are not correct please use the clock on your computer.





YOU REALLY DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE!


� EMBED Word.Document.12 \s ���





You might want to stay close to home this weekend!


USAG-Daegu OPORD concerning ROAD Conditions for Lunar New Year. In review it is:


Amber-20 Jan 1700 (Friday) 


Red - 21 Jan, (Saturday) 


Amber - 22 Jan, (Sunday) 


Amber - 23 Jan, (Monday) 


Red - 24 Jan, (Tuesday)





A Little Humor


Life is like a shower.  One wrong turn and you’re in hot water. 
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AS I was walking around today it was great to see students passing quietly in the hallways. Students showing respect to each other and to adults and adults who are respectful and obviously care about their colleagues.  





January 19, 2012








Everyone is trying to accomplish something big, not realizing that life is made up of little things.


Frank Clark








There's much to be said for challenging fate instead of ducking behind it.


Diana Trilling,











Big Study Links Good Teachers to Lasting Gain

By ANNIE LOWREY

Published: January 6, 2012 



WASHINGTON — Elementary- and middle-school teachers who help raise their students’ standardized-test scores seem to have a wide-ranging, lasting positive effect on those students’ lives beyond academics, including lower teenage-pregnancy rates and greater college matriculation and adult earnings, according to a new study that tracked 2.5 million students over 20 years. 



A study found profound effects on students whose teachers helped them raise their test scores. 
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Benefits of Good Teachers

The paper, by Raj Chetty and John N. Friedman of Harvard and Jonah E. Rockoff of Columbia, all economists, examines a larger number of students over a longer period of time with more in-depth data than many earlier studies, allowing for a deeper look at how much the quality of individual teachers matters over the long term. 

“That test scores help you get more education, and that more education has an earnings effect — that makes sense to a lot of people,” said Robert H. Meyer, director of the Value-Added Research Center at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, which studies teacher measurement but was not involved in this study. “This study skips the stages, and shows differences in teachers mean differences in earnings.” 

The study, which the economics professors have presented to colleagues in more than a dozen seminars over the past year and plan to submit to a journal, is the largest look yet at the controversial “value-added ratings,” which measure the impact individual teachers have on student test scores. It is likely to influence the roiling national debates about the importance of quality teachers and how best to measure that quality. 

Many school districts, including those in Washington and Houston, have begun to use value-added metrics to influence decisions on hiring, pay and even firing. 

Supporters argue that such metrics hold teachers accountable and can help improve the educational outcomes of millions of children. Detractors, most notably a number of teachers unions, say that isolating the effect of a given teacher is harder than it seems, and might unfairly penalize some instructors. 

Critics particularly point to the high margin of error with many value-added ratings, noting that they tend to bounce around for a given teacher from year to year and class to class. But looking at an individual’s value-added score for three or four classes, the researchers found that some consistently outperformed their peers. 

“Everybody believes that teacher quality is very, very important,” says Eric A. Hanushek, a senior fellow at the Hoover Institution at Stanford and longtime researcher of education policy. “What this paper and other work has shown is that it’s probably more important than people think. That the variations or differences between really good and really bad teachers have lifelong impacts on children.” 

The average effect of one teacher on a single student is modest. All else equal, a student with one excellent teacher for one year between fourth and eighth grade would gain $4,600 in lifetime income, compared to a student of similar demographics who has an average teacher. The student with the excellent teacher would also be 0.5 percent more likely to attend college. 

Perhaps just as important, given the difficulty of finding, training and retaining outstanding teachers, is that the difference in long-term outcome between students who have average teachers and those with poor-performing ones is as significant as the difference between those who have excellent teachers and those with average ones, the study found. 

In the aggregate, these differences are potentially enormous. 

Replacing a poor teacher with an average one would raise a single classroom’s lifetime earnings by about $266,000, the economists estimate. Multiply that by a career’s worth of classrooms. 

“If you leave a low value-added teacher in your school for 10 years, rather than replacing him with an average teacher, you are hypothetically talking about $2.5 million in lost income,” said Professor Friedman, one of the coauthors. 

To do the study, the researchers first tackled the question that has swirled controversy in so many school districts, including New York City’s: whether value-added scores are in fact a good measure of teacher quality. Mr. Jones might regularly help raise test scores more than Ms. Smith, but maybe that is because his students are from wealthier families, or because he has a harder-working class — factors that can be difficult for researchers to discern. 

While Professor Rockoff, at Columbia, has previously written favorably about value-added ratings, the Harvard pair were skeptics of the metrics. “We said, ‘We’re going to show that these measures don’t work, that this has to do with student motivation or principal selection or something else,’ ” Professor Chetty recalled. 
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But controlling for numerous factors, including students’ backgrounds, the researchers found that the value-added scores consistently identified some teachers as better than others, even if individual teachers’ value-added scores varied from year to year. 

After identifying excellent, average and poor teachers, the economists then set out to look at their students over the long term, analyzing information on earnings, college matriculation rates, the age they had children, and where they ended up living. 

The results were striking. Looking only at test scores, previous studies had shown, the effect of a good teacher mostly fades after three or four years. But the broader view showed that the students still benefit for years to come. 

Students with top teachers are less likely to become pregnant as teenagers, more likely to enroll in college, and more likely to earn more money as adults, the study found. 

The authors argue that school districts should use value-added measures in evaluations, and to remove the lowest performers, despite the disruption and uncertainty involved. 

“The message is to fire people sooner rather than later,” Professor Friedman said. 

Professor Chetty acknowledged, “Of course there are going to be mistakes — teachers who get fired who do not deserve to get fired.” But he said that using value-added scores would lead to fewer mistakes, not more. 

Still, translating value-added scores into policy is fraught with problems. Judging teachers by their students’ test scores might encourage cheating, teaching to the test or lobbying to have certain students in class, for instance. 

“We are performing these studies in settings where nobody cares about their ranking — it does not change their pay or job security,” said Jesse Rothstein, an economist at the University of California, Berkeley, whose work criticizing other value-added assessments unions frequently cite. “But if you start to change that, there is going to be a range of responses.” 

Many other researchers and school administrators say that even if imperfect, well-calculated value-added scores are an important part of evaluating teachers. 

“Very few people suggest that you should use value-added scores alone to make personnel decisions,” Dr. Hanushek, of Stanford, said. “What the whole value-added debate has done is push forward the issue of how to evaluate teachers, and how to use that information.” 

The new study found no evidence for one piece of conventional wisdom: that having a good teacher in an early grade has a bigger effect than having a good teacher in later grades. 
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