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The more I get to know all of you the more impressed I am with your professionalism and dedication.  During the in-service everyone was engaged and appeared genuinely involved.  This was followed by several of you sharing ideas related to our

 goals….this truly the cornerstone of collaboration.
Sports review:

Girls Tennis beat GSIS 5-0 (go girls); Boys lost 1-4.  On Saturday the boys lost 1-4 to YISS and girls lost to YISS 2-3…
5 October, Faculty Meeting
Agenda: 

· News-Notes from Admin

· Brief presentation from PTO

· Review of mission statement---Ms. Smaw

· 3:30 ES/MS dismissed

· Ms. Griego – athletic information;  

· Ms. Martin-PSAT testing information

· Ms. Pell-Teacher’s Association meeting.
DoDEA Students Continue Positive Performance on the TN

Attached is the article DoDEA recently released regarding our students performance on the TN.  I have also attached four different graphs with more detailed information.
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MS/HS Lunch
There is open seating in both the MS and MS/HS lunch period.  All MS students have two options when they finish lunch: stay in the cafeteria or go to the back playground.  Any students who want to go to classrooms must get a pass from their teachers. 
Et tu, Latin? Google Translate adds ancient tongue to language options
Google Translate has added Latin to its language options -- an option that could be useful for students, teachers, academics and others. Students can use the tool to help them complete their homework, and teachers can check to see if students have merely copy and pasted the Google translations. Fast Company (9/2010) 
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“When humor goes there goes civilization!”


Anonymous
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Changes in 2010 TerraNova 3  Results from 2009 TerraNova 3 Baseline
All DoDEA Students Grades 3 - 11


TerraNova 3 Median National Percentiles (MNP)
The Median National Percentile for All Subjects and All Grade Levels is 50
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3 7359 59 60 +1 57 60 +3 58 60 +2 68 69 +1 71 71 0
4 7092 58 59 +1 59 61 +2 55 57 +2 60 60 0 66 67 +1
5 6730 61 60 -1 62 63 +1 62 63 +1 65 66 +1 64 64 0
6 6347 66 68 +2 66 67 +1 60 61 +1 66 67 +1 72 73 +1
7 5520 67 68 +1 69 68 -1 65 65 0 64 67 +3 69 71 +2
8 5144 68 68 0 73 72 -1 67 67 0 70 71 +1 72 72 0
9 4575 76 75 -1 71 71 0 70 70 0 70 70 0 71 71 0
10 4023 74 73 -1 71 72 +1 69 70 +1 67 68 +1 73 73 0
11 3349 74 74 0 68 69 +1 65 66 +1 66 68 +2 71 72 +1
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2009                               
% Students/                                 


Top 2 Quarters


2010                           
% Students/                                 


Top 2 Quarters


DODEA                    
Change              


% Students/                                 
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2009-2010              
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75% Students/                                 
Top 2 Quarters


Increase 
Needed to Meet 


DoDEA Goal


Reading 69 71 +2 75 4


Language Arts 69 70 +1 75 5


Math 65 66 +1 75 9


Science 70 71 +1 75 4


Social Studies 74 74 0 75 1


% DoDEA Students                                                    
In Top Two National Quarters                                              


(51-99 Percent)


DoDEA Goal                                               
75% or More of the Students                            
In Top Two National Quarters                                                           


(51-99 Percent)


The National Percentage of Students In Top Two Quarters is 50


Community Strategic Plan (CSP)


Percentage of Students In Top Two National Quarters (51-99 Percent)


50,139 DoDEA 
Students                    


TN3 Tested                       
in 2010


2009 & 2010 TerraNova 3rd Edition  (TN3)
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% Students/                                 
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2009-2010              


DoDEA          
Goal                        


7% Students/                                 
Bottom Quarter


Decrease 
Needed to Meet 


DoDEA Goal


Reading 9 8 -1 7 1


Language Arts 9 8 -1 7 1


Math 11 11 0 7 4


Science 9 8 -1 7 1


Social Studies 7 6 -1 7 MET


% DoDEA Students                                                    
In Bottom Quarter                                                             


(1-25 Percent)


DoDEA Goal                                                              
7% or Less of the Students                                                       


In Bottom Quarter                                                        
(1-25 Percent)


The National Percentage of Students In Bottom Quarter is 25


Community Strategic Plan (CSP)


Percentage of Students In Bottom National Quarter (1-25 Percent)


50,139 DoDEA 
Students                             


TN3 Tested                                         
in 2010


2009 & 2010 TerraNova 3rd Edition  (TN3)
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Changes in 2010 TerraNova 3  Results from 2009 TerraNova 3 Baseline


All Pacific Students Grades 3 - 11


TerraNova 3 Median National Percentiles (MNP)


The Median National Percentile for All Subjects and All Grade Levels is 50
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3 1987 58 61 +3 58 59 +1 60 61 +1 66 69 +3 70 71 +1


4 2034 59 59 0 60 61 +1 57 61 +4 59 61 +2 66 67 +1


5 1869 62 59 -3 63 62 -1 65 65 0 65 66 +1 65 64 -1


6 1790 67 69 +2 66 67 +1 61 63 +2 65 66 +1 69 70 +1


7 1690 68 68 0 69 69 0 68 67 -1 65 66 +1 69 69 0


8 1504 67 69 +2 73 73 0 68 69 +1 69 71 +2 71 72 +1


9 1476 76 75 -1 69 70 +1 71 70 -1 68 70 +2 69 70 +1


10 1299 72 72 0 70 71 +1 71 70 -1 66 66 0 71 70 -1


11 1059 73 72 -1 67 68 +1 66 65 -1 66 65 -1 69 70 +1
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DoDEA Students Continue Positive Performance on the TerraNova 3 Multiple Assessments

ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA — Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) students made gains in all subject areas assessed on the 2010 TerraNova, Third Edition, Multiple Assessments standardized norm-referenced test (TerraNova 3).


The 2010 test results show that DoDEA students in grades 3 - 11 scored substantially higher than the national average (50th percentile) in all subject areas - Reading, Language, Math, Science, and Social Studies. On 43 of 45 subtests, DoDEA students scored 10-25 percentile points above the national average. In addition, students scored 7 and 9 percentile points respectively above the national average on the remaining 2 of the 45 subtests. 


In 2009, DoDEA students were tested using the TerraNova 3 for the first time to establish the new baseline for the system to facilitate comparison of student achievement on the assessment from one year to the next. When compared to the 2009 baseline, DoDEA's 2010 TerraNova 3 test results show that 27 subtest scores increased, 13 subtest scores remained the same, and 5 subtest scores decreased. (See Table 1) 


"We're taking a fresh look at the factors that influence student achievement, including such indicators as graduation requirements, course offerings particularly in mathematics, course requirements and enhanced and supporting learning experiences at the upper grades. At the early grades, we have begun to make changes in areas deemed influential in improving student performance such as reducing class size in kindergarten to 18 to 1 and adopting researched-based, standards-driven curriculum. DoDEA also launched a new English and Language Arts curriculum which includes age-appropriate assessments to help teachers and parents gauge the progress of students and identify age-appropriate intervention strategies to ameliorate gaps," said Marilee Fitzgerald, Acting DoDEA Director.


Ms. Fitzgerald went on to point out that DoDEA will strive to build rigor in its curriculum and work to challenge students in the classroom. 


"Our students deserve the most inspiring, rigorous and relevant learning environments so that each one of them can achieve their best. Our entire system, from our educators to our senior leaders, is committed to this goal. We are fortunate to have a supportive and committed parent and military leadership community as our partners on this journey." 


TerraNova 3 is a standardized, norm-referenced achievement test developed by CTB/McGraw-Hill. Student scores are compared to scores from a "norms group" of students, which is a national sample of students representing all gender, racial, economic, and geographic groups. Each year, DoDEA administers TerraNova 3 in the spring to all students in grades 3-11, except for those students who are approved for an alternative assessment. 


TerraNova 3 contains a battery of questions designed to assess specific skills in each core subject area. Questions on the test are focused on contemporary, rigorous, and relevant content that maintains student interest and motivates them to do their best. Test items reflect higher-order thinking skills and depth of knowledge, making educators better able to evaluate student performance on more challenging levels of thinking and problem-solving skills. 


The 2010 TerraNova 3 results also indicated that DoDEA is moving toward its goal of having 75% of all students performing in the top two national percentile quarters on a standardized, norm-referenced assessment and of having 7% or fewer of the students performing in the bottom quarter. These benchmarks were established in DoDEA's 2006-2011 Community Strategic Plan (CSP). The DoDEA CSP requires the reporting of student data by the percent of students within each national percentile quarter to ensure a more accurate assessment of academic achievement for all students. (See Tables 2 and 3.) 


TerraNova, Third Edition, Multiple Assessments is one of several system-wide assessments DoDEA administers to measure student performance. The results of these assessments allow inferences to be made about student achievement and provide a source of information for DoDEA leadership regarding programs and services being provided to our students. Results of these assessments help teachers determine the strengths and needs of students as they plan and implement their instructional program to better address the individual needs of their students. The TerraNova provides accountability for DoDEA administrators and teachers to help ensure all students are achieving at their highest potential. The TerraNova results also help parents understand and track the academic progress their student is making compared to the to their state-side peers. 


Attached are detailed tables with overall student performance for DoDEA and Area-specific results for DoDEA schools in our overseas and U.S. locations. 


DoDEA plans, directs, coordinates, and manages pre-kindergarten through Grade 12 educational programs for Department of Defense (DoD) dependents who would otherwise not have access to a rigorous, high-quality, public education. DoDEA schools are located in Europe, the Pacific, and the United States as well as on military installations in Cuba, Guam and Puerto Rico. DoDEA also provides support and resources to local education activities throughout the U.S. that serve children of military families. 



