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Thanks to everyone…it takes a great deal of collaboration and cooperation to run a successful system wide assessment.  I appreciate your patience, cooperation, and desire to do everything possible to help our students demonstrate their knowledge and skills. 
Do you have attention seeking students?....read on
How to prevent attention-seeking students from being disruptive
Some students are likely to disrupt class if they are not regularly called on to answer questions, says instructional coach David Ginsburg. He offers tips for giving such attention-seeking students the chance to express themselves -- eliminating their desire to act out. He suggests giving students time to write down their responses to questions while teachers acknowledge them. Another suggestion is to allow students to share their answers in small groups. Education Week Teacher/Coach G's Teaching Tips blog (3/12) 
Online resources are available to help educators address events in Japan
Various websites are offering resources for educators on teaching students about the recent disaster in Japan. The New York Times' Learning Network blog offers interactive images of the area before and after the disaster, while the British Red Cross offers tips for addressing the disaster with students. Another site offers grade-appropriate lessons on disaster relief. KQED.org (3/14)
Fund-raising for Japan
Below is guidance from Mr. Jonathan Beyer, the Pacific Area Assistant General Counsel.  If you are considering any fund raisers, especially as classrooms, please read carefully:

 The tragic earthquakes and tsunamis in mainland Japan have evoked an outpouring of support from the DoDEA Pacific family. DoDEA Pacific students and employees have a long, proud legacy of generosity – particularly during trying times – and these events have led many to ask how they can help with recovery efforts.

As part of a Federal agency, DoDEA Pacific schools have certain restrictions on fundraising for charitable causes. The following is guidance for DoDEA Pacific administrators receiving inquiries about fundraising at school.  This guidance is not intended for public dissemination.  Additional guidance from DoDEA HQ, DoD and/or OPM on this issue may be forthcoming.  Please contact myself or Doug Frison with any questions.  

1.  How can DoDEA Pacific employees make donations to support relief efforts in Japan?

According to the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the most effective way DoDEA Pacific employees can assist relief efforts is by making cash contributions to humanitarian organizations that are conducting relief operations. A list of humanitarian organizations that are accepting cash donations for earthquake and tsunami response efforts in Japan can be found at www.interaction.org. USAID encourages cash donations because they allow aid professionals to procure the exact items needed (often in the affected region); reduce the burden on scarce resources (such as transportation routes, staff time, warehouse space, etc.); can be transferred very quickly and without transportation costs; support the economy of the disaster-stricken region; and ensure culturally, dietary, and environmentally appropriate assistance. More information can be found at: USAID: www.usaid.gov or the Center for International Disaster Information: www.cidi.org.

2.  Can DoDEA employees conduct their own fundraising activities in the workplace and solicit each other for voluntary donations to support the relief efforts in Japan?

No.  The restrictions on fundraising and solicitations in the Federal workplace still apply.  DoDEA Pacific employees are not authorized to solicit contributions from co-workers, students, or parents in the school or office in support of charitable organizations outside the Combined Federal Campaign.  

3.  Are student groups permitted to fundraise for relief efforts for Japan at school?

Yes.  Student groups wishing to conduct fundraising activities in support of Japan relief efforts are permitted to do so subject to existing rules and regulations concerning fundraising activities at school and on military installations.  For example, funds raised by student activity groups should not be collected during instructional time and should receive approval from the principal and/or base commander and also adhere to DoDEA Regulations 7240.1 and 7241.1 (available: http://www.dodea.edu/home/dodea.cfm?gnav=regs#comp).  In addition, student groups must clearly state the purpose and destination for their fundraising and account for funds collected through the student activity fund procedures.  DoDEA Pacific faculty and staff may not be directly involved in the fundraising activities of student activity groups.

4.  Can DoDEA teachers with their students raise money for relief efforts for Japan?

No.  DoDEA Pacific teachers cannot actively raise money with or from their students to support relief in Japan as this would involve fundraising and solicitation in the Federal workplace.  DoDEA Pacific teachers, however, may encourage students to participate in relief efforts for Japan generally including opportunities organized by the military installation, local government, student activity groups, local private organizations, and/or endorsed by USAID.

5.  Can PTO/PTA organizations fundraise for relief efforts for Japan?

Yes.  PTO/PTA organizations are private organizations and not official branches of the Federal government.  Like non-federal entities, their activities, including fundraising, are not governed by the Federal government. PTO/PTAs are required to follow the policies and guidelines of military installations upon which they operate and are recognized.

6.  Can schools participate in approved relief programs to collect items or goods to be sent to affected areas in Japan?  

Although DoD regulations do not prohibit schools from participating in programs organized by the military or a private organization to collect items or goods – also called “in kind contributions” – to support relief efforts, please remember that the USAID recommends cash contributions as the most effective means of assistance.  In-kind collection activities do not violate the prohibition on fundraising in the Federal workplace, but such activities require extensive logistical support to be effective; carefully consider the storage, sorting, cataloging and transport requirements associated with this approach.  Any in-kind collection activity should be approved by the school principal and/or installation commander and should be connected to an authorized program offering its own logistical support, e.g. Toys for Tots, Red Cross, etc.

7.  What is the quickest, most effective way to help?  

Contact your local commander, AFN affiliate or family support office to find out what opportunities are already available.  Working with local officials and support organizations builds on the cooperative spirit we enjoy within our communities and ensures the logistics are managed appropriately.

"Do not fear to be eccentric in opinion, for every opinion now accepted was once eccentric."
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