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Another busy week!   Please be sure to make plans to meet with your grade/dept chairs, they have a lot of information to share.  We are also looking for volunteers to help with the APR visit the week of 26 April
TerraNova Schedule, updated


[image: image1.emf]TN-Testing-Schedule -2010-2011startingDay1 (2).doc

        
Room assignments for next year
Please meet with your grade/dept chairs and hash out what room you would like to have.  No guarantees and I suggest a first and second choice. 
Grade level assignments are indicated on the attached floor plan, now we need names.


[image: image3.emf]Floorplan_11_12.ppt


Standardized Test Prep 

From a blog by David Ginsburg, http://blogs.edweek.org/teachers/coach_gs_teaching_tips/
Something to think for next year…


[image: image4.emf]Test Prep Twist.docx


"An idea can turn to dust or magic, depending on the talent that rubs against it."
Bill Bernbach
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		Terra Nova Room Assignments 

		Grade Level				Test Administrator				Location		Proctor



		7				Benjamin				403		Levy

		7				Pigge				A117		Bishop

		7				Workman				405		Griego



		8				Conradson				Tmp. 3.3		Riley

		8				Rast				A214		Downes

		8				Spencer				C103		Knierim



		9				Miller				A215		Inciarte

		9				Rookard				A213		Kimble

		9				Henson				A216		McDaniel



		10				Dickerson				A218		Langlois

		10				Flagg				412		Boldenow

		10				Pell				3.2		McCoy



		11				Cook				A211		Thompson

		11				Jensen				501		Leustek

		11				Wyche				502		Loyd



		SPED				Walter 				Media Center/Library



		ESL				Olson				A115

		SENIORS				Scoppa
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Test Prep Twist: No Choices Over Multiple Choices

In Teaching TO the Test vs. Teaching the Test, I wrote that there's nothing wrong with teaching to a test in terms of content, as long as that test is aligned to appropriate, rigorous curriculum. Yet I also wrote that it's a disservice to students to devote class after class to assignments and assessments that are knock-offs of standardized tests both in content and format. In other words, non-stop test prep. 

Unfortunately, with all the pressure to raise scores, perpetual test prep prevails at many schools today. And so, if being a disservice to students isn't enough reason to rethink this, here's another reason: typical test prep tactics often fail to raise scores. 

Ironically, for example, a key to preparing students for standardized test multiple choice questions is to not give them multiple choice questions in class. I first heard this at a conference about 15 years ago, and my experience bears it out. (I can't recall the speaker's name or the research she cited, so please let me know if you've come across it.)

A big reason for this from what I've seen is that students develop a stronger test-taking work ethic when they're accustomed to [image: Standardized Test Multiple Choice.jpg]digging for answers without the distraction of the right answer staring them in the face. And because wrong answers are also staring them in the face on multiple choice tests, the more conditioned kids are to working through questions thoroughly in class, the less vulnerable they are to incorrect "distractor" choices on standardized tests. 

Another factor is confidence. And just as sports coaches design practices to be more grueling than games, so too should class work push students beyond where they'll need to go on high-stakes tests. The result, whether it's game time or test time, is a more confident, better prepared player or student. I'm reminded of countless kids who returned to my class after standardized tests and said, "Coach G, that test was much easier than what you give us." 

I'm not suggesting you avoid multiple choice questions to the point where students stumble on standardized tests just because they're unfamiliar with the format. Yet even when I assigned multiple choice practice in college entrance test prep classes, I advised students to work through each question with the choices covered up, and then compare their answer with the choices. And again, they fell prey to distractor choices less often as a result.

This multiple choice moratorium makes even more sense when standardized tests include open-ended items in addition to multiple choice items, as is the case in my home state of Pennsylvania. The point being that whereas a steady diet of open-ended questions in class also prepares students to handle multiple choice questions on tests, it doesn't work the other way around.

So if you want students to pick the right choices on standardized tests, make the right choice when developing your tests (and assignments): questions with no choices rather than multiple ones.
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TERRA NOVA TESTING SCHEDULE


For Grades 7-11:  March 15 – 17, 2011

Tuesday, March 15 - Reading/Language Arts Subject Test- Day 1

		High School

		Middle School



		0800 - 1055:
Testing

		0800 - 1055:
Testing



		1100 - 1130:
Period 1

		1100 - 1130:
Period 1



		1135 - 1225:
Period 3

		1135 - 1150:
Period 3



		1225 - 1300:
Lunch

1305 - 1430:
Period 4

		1150-1225: Lunch


1230-1300: Period 3



		

		1305 - 1430:
Period 4





Wednesday, March 16 - Mathematics Subject Test- Day 2  


		High School

		Middle School



		0800 - 1005:
Testing

		0800 - 1005:
Testing



		1010 - 1100
Period 5

		1010 - 1100:
Period 5



		1105 - 1150:
Period 6

		1105 - 1150:
Period 6



		1155 - 1225:
Period 8

		1150-1225: Lunch



		1225 - 1300: Lunch

		1225 - 1300:
Period 8



		1305 - 1430:
Period 7

		1305 - 1430:
Period 7





Thursday, March 17 - Science & Social Studies Subject Tests - Day 1

		High School

		Middle School



		0800 - 1055:
Testing

		0800 - 1055:
Testing



		1100 - 1130:
Period 1

		1100 - 1130:
Period 1



		1135 - 1225:
Period 2

		1135 - 1150:
Period 2 



		1225 - 1300:
Lunch

1305 - 1430:
Period 4

		1150-1225: Lunch

1230-1300: Period 2



		

		1305 - 1430:
Period 4





Make-up testing for students who are absent from any part of the Terra Nova testing will take place on March 18, 21- 24, 2011.  Students will be notified by the appropriate counselor as to when they will take their make-up test.  


