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PTO needs cakes for the Cake Walk…all donations appreciated!!





Exercise your right to vote
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�HYPERLINK "http://r.smartbrief.com/resp/dKltCcfLsXvfvthUaobjsYalvHul?format=standard" \t "_blank"�How to spot a 21st-century teacher��In this blog post, sixth-grade language arts and social science teacher Josh Stumpenhorst writes about the traits that 21st-century teachers should possess. Stumpenhorst writes that 21st-century teachers can identify useful education technology and use it effectively, adapt to the individual needs of students and be advocates for themselves and the teaching profession. �HYPERLINK "http://r.smartbrief.com/resp/dKltCcfLsXvfvthUaobjsYalvHul?format=standard" \t "_blank"�SmartBrief/SmartBlog on Education�
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Meeting today, Tuesday, with staff participating in graduate credit…room 412 at 1410.





Activating Prior Knowledge


Interesting read
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I love looking at the bulletin boards; so many great of examples of student work;    





October 23, 2012








Life is like a piano. What you get out of it depends oin how you play it.


Tom Lehrer
















Haven’t received your 
Absentee Ballot?

No need to worry!!!

You may complete a Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot 

 

How to obtain a Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot:

   ~ Go to http://www.fvap.gov/resources/media/2005fwab.pdf

   ~ Contact your Unit Voting Assistance Officer

   ~ Contact the Installation Voting Assistance Officer, Ms. Marleen Rosalie, at 768-6052 or marleen.l.rosalie.civ@mail.mil

   ~ Visit the Installation Voting Assistance Office, Camp Henry Bldg 1211, Room 129.  Operation hours are from 0800-1700, Monday - Friday



Hard copy Write-In Absentee Ballots may be sent express mailed FREE OF CHARGE

   ~ Visit the local Post Office to obtain the required document

   ~ Ballots can be tracked to the election office
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Activating Prior Knowledge

One of the foundations of effective rigorous acquisition as well as strong support for struggling students is that teachers activate prior knowledge. Activating prior knowledge not only helps students make connections between what they know already and what they are about to learn, it helps students become mentally engaged in upcoming learning.

We’ve been hearing about the power of activating prior knowledge for a long time, but at Mindsteps, we’ve seen many activating strategies used ineffectively over the last few years. If you want to use activating strategies more effectively, there are three things to keep in mind:

1. Activate Relevant Prior Knowledge: What students know already is a great tool for helping them learn something new. Their pre-existing knowledge acts as a foundation on which they can build new knowledge and helps them connect what they are learning to what they know already. These kinds of connections are what makes new learning make sense. Think about what students have learned already and how it might help them learn the key concepts of an upcoming lesson. Be very strategic here and only choose the prior knowledge that is directly related to what you want students to learn. Then choose an activating strategy that not only surfaces that prior knowledge, but also sets students up to be successful with the upcoming lesson format. For instance, if you want students to read a passage, you will need an activating strategy that helps reacquaint them with the foundation concepts and key vocabulary in the reading passage as well as prepares them to read more successfully. Advanced organizers may work better in that situation. However, if you are preparing the class for a discussion or interactive lecture, brainstorming or KWL’s might work better. Or, if you are building on previous concepts as part of a sequential lesson, then using a word splash might make more sense. Check out this month’s TIP sheet (available to newsletter subscribers only) for how to use these activators with your students.

2. Minimize Irrelevant Prior Knowledge: Not all activating strategies are created equally. Sometimes in an attempt to entice students to learn, we can actually activate the wrong kind of prior knowledge. Instead of preparing students for learning, we actually distract students with prior knowledge that is unrelated or that makes new learning even more confusing. Be careful about using drama and emotion or interesting tidbits to stimulate interest, especially when students have limited background knowledge to begin with. While these additions may be related to the topic, they are not directly relevant to what you want students to learn and therefore can serve to distract students from what’s really important. It’s okay to include stories and interesting details as long as they are directly related to your learning objectives.

3. Compensate for Missing Prior Knowledge: Sometimes students don’t have the prior knowledge they need to really understand and master the concepts in an upcoming lesson. Thus, instead of activating prior knowledge, you will need to create it. You can design activities for students 2-3 days before the lesson that help students develop the relevant background knowledge they will need for an upcoming lesson. Such activities can include giving students a reading (on their reading level) that explains background knowledge, teaching a mini-lesson on the topic, showing students a clip from a movie or documentary and following up with a class discussion, or give students a diagram, illustration, or multimedia presentation. These and other methods provide students with an important knowledge base on which they can build in the main lesson. The point is to create activities that build relevant background knowledge prior to exposure to the new lesson content. Then, just before the lesson, you can use activating strategies to remind students of what they just learned and how it will relate to what they are about to learn.

Here are a four questions to ask as you plan your activators:

· Does my lesson lend itself to an activator? Not every lesson needs an activator. Activators work best with lessons that involve concepts. Activating strategies may not be as useful in lessons that involve procedural skills.

· Do your students have the prior knowledge they need? If your students already have considerable prior knowledge, they may not need additional support. If they have little or no related prior knowledge, then you will need to build prior knowledge first.

· Are there any distracting details in your lesson that might activate irrelevant prior knowledge? Eliminate any details that may distract students from the main point of the lesson.

· What is the most appropriate activator given the type of background knowledge students need and how you want them to use it in an upcoming lesson? Choose activating strategies that directly set students up to be successful in your upcoming lesson.


