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ES Specials


Please be respectful regarding the schedule and deliver and pick up your students on time.  The best clock to use is the one on your computer.  If you get there early please plan on waiting with your class until the teacher is ready.  





Building Book Muscle


� EMBED Word.Document.12 \s ���





Events coming up…


� EMBED Package  ���     � EMBED Package  ���














Wednesday:


� EMBED Word.Document.12 \s ���


Grade the Work…





� EMBED Word.Document.12 \s ���





Staff Development Opportunity for University Credit


Attached is information on earning 1 or 2 graduate credits.  The deadline for signing up is 14 September:


� EMBED Word.Document.8 \s ���   � EMBED Word.Document.8 \s ���
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When visiting classrooms I saw many great examples of engaging students including sharing solutions to problems; teams competing for answers, students working in pairs; and small groups…keep up the great work!





September 6, 1012








Many of life’s failures are people who did not realize how close they were to success when they gave up.


Thomas Edison
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Proposed Staff Meetings for SY 12-13

Meetings will begin promptly at 1415 and will end at 1500.  The end time is the result of an agreement with the Teacher Association.  Faculty meetings will end at 1500 and CSI meetings will also end at 1500 with all staff expected to participate in both.  

The following will be included in the monthly meetings:

· “nuts and bolts” that may need additional explanations

· Annual trainings that include special education, Speech and Language, Health procedures and protocols, etc. 

· What’s been happening (in the school, in the district, in DoDEA)

· Rumor Control

· Staff Development.  This year we are proposing that all of you get involved.  We are requesting that grade levels, individuals, specialists, etc. sign up to share at one of the staff meetings.  These sessions will be approximately 20 minutes long.  Groups can select an article, share something that has been working in their room/rooms (Please keep in mind we are a PK-school); etc.  We want this to be an opportunity to share information that staff can “Try it on Monday” Please sign up via email no later than 20 September 2012.

· Non teaching staff Development: Just as we try to differentiate for our students we want to differentiate for you.  Please meet with your supervisor regarding what you would like to do for staff development monthly (you can work independently or opt to participate with the teaching staff).  You will still be a part of the staff meetings but you have the opportunity to work independently or with a colleague on topics relevant to you. 

Staff Development topics:

I have three excellent articles if any group is interested:

· What Makes the Brain “Pay Attention” by Dr. Judy  Willis

· Brain-based Teaching  Strategies to Build Executive Function in Students by Dr. Willis

· Six Tips for Brain-Based Learning. 

Please contact me if you would like to facilitate any of these at a staff meeting.
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GRADUATE CREDIT
COURSE GUIDELINES AND DESCRIPTION


Course Title: Strategies to Support Learners in the Classroom 

Sponsoring Agent:  Daegu American School PK-8

Name: Laurel Eisinger

Semester Hours: 1

Course Dates (total of 15 contact hours): 4 Sept; 2 October; 6 November; 4 December; 8 January; 5 February; 5 March; 2  April; 7 May

Course Meeting Times: 1400-1600 

Location: MPR and/or classrooms, 

Number of participants: TBD, minimum of 10

Tution: $65 per credit hour

Course Codes: 

Course Guidelines


A.  Course Registration:   To register for the course the participants must submit an online registration form located at:


·  http://www.usd-online.org/studycourse.aspx  (University of San Diego)


The registration deadline is 14 September 2012.  

B.  Course Requirements: Participants will read Implementing Positive Behavior Support Systems in Early Childhood and Elementary Settings by Stormont, Lewis, Beckner, and Johnson; discussing one chapter each month.  Each month participants will select one idea/concept and either apply it in their classroom; or write a one page reflection.  The reflections or applications will then be discussed as part of the next meeting.   The final paper will be a minimum of 3 pages, 12 point Aril type, discussing what worked and what did not work and why. 

C.  Course Description :  This course will provide an opportunity for the participants to review research, current trends and practices in classroom management practices and design and implement a plan in their classroom that will provide better classroom management and result in improved student achievement.  

D.  Course Instructor/s:  Laurel Eisinger, Principal and/or Nedra Jones, Assistant Principal

DoDDS-P Approving Official Signature for Course:_____________________________ 


(Assistant Superintendent)


Approving official will forward copies of this document to the following:



Dr. Jim Olivero (JLO004@aol.com)



Building Book Muscle

Many teachers, librarians, and parents ask me how to increase their knowledge of children's books and remain current about outstanding and engaging books for their students and children to read. Here are my tips for building up your book muscle in ways that maximum your efforts:


• Dedicate daily time for reading. If you want to increase your book knowledge, you must set aside time for reading. Tell yourself you are doing research!

• Read books on your district lists and curriculum documents. If a text is required use for your grade level, you should read it before sharing it with students. 

• Explore your school's book closet. Many schools have sets of books squirreled away in department or grade level closets--often forgotten or unused.

• Read winners from major award lists. Begin by exploring the American Library Association's Book and Media Award lists . Most state library associations create recommended reading lists of children's and young adult literature each year, too. These lists offer an entry point to the authors and high-quality texts available for your students to read.

• Befriend a librarian. Librarians know things. They are tapped in to the latest books and resources for using these titles in your classroom. A savvy librarian can recommend grade level texts and help you find books that match students' interests and your curriculum, as well as websites, technology tools, and response ideas.

• Ask your students what you should read. If I see several students in my class reading the same book and I have not read it, I will move it up the pile. A book that already has proven kid appeal is a guaranteed must-read.

• Browse bookstores and library shelves. Investigate books by authors you recognize or new series books. Check out books in genres you may not know well like poetry and nonfiction, too. 

• Check out "Readers who liked this, also liked..." recommendations. Books selected by other readers with similar tastes often lead you to books that connect by theme, topic, or author.

Check out "Readers who liked this, also liked..." recommendations. Books selected by other readers with similar tastes often lead you to books that connect by theme, topic, or author.

• Follow reviewers' and authors' blogs. Authors often provide sneak peeks and advance information about their new books as well as resources for their titles, and there are hundreds of book reviewers online who review children's books. The Nerdy Book Club blog, which recently won an Independent Book Blogger Award for the Best Young Adult and Children's blog, has an extensive blog roll if you need a place to start. In addition to Nerdy, some of my favorite blogs are:

Watch. Connect. Read. 
Sharpread
100 Scope Notes
The Goddess of YA Literature
The Nonfiction Detectives
A Year of Reading
The Brain Lair

In addition to these great book review sites, investigate Anita Silvey's Children's Book-a-Day Almanac where Ms. Silvey offers a love letter to one beloved children's book each day. I look forward to reading her entries every morning.

• Attend professional development training about children's literature. When attending conferences or workshops, I always look for children's and young adult literature sessions that can introduce me to interesting or new books I might have missed, or show me interesting ways to use books with my students.

• Join reading groups and book-related chats on social networking sites. I mentioned several online reading communities in an earlier blog post. A great place to start is the monthly #titletalk chat on Twitter this Sunday at 8 pm ET.

• Read book review publications. Ask your librarian if your school subscribes to book review publications such as Booklist Magazine or School Library Journal, or look for discounted subscription rates on publication websites.

Whether you are new to a classroom or library, changing grade levels, or want to ramp up your knowledge, these suggestions will provide you a starting point. Pick one or two suggestions and see how many books and authors you discover. 

It isn't necessary or possible to read every book that your students read or a popular author writes. Select the first books in series, the touchstone works by notable authors, or the hot book seven kids in third period are reading. Balance your reading life with adult books and professional titles, as well as children's literature. Show your students what a well-rounded reader looks like through your example
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GRADUATE CREDIT
COURSE GUIDELINES AND DESCRIPTION


Course Title: Strategies to Support Classroom Management and Student Learning

Sponsoring Agent:  Daegu American School PK-8

Name: Laurel Eisinger

Semester Hours: 1

Course Dates (total of 15 contact hours): 4 Sept; 2 October; 6 November; 4 December; 8 January; 5 February; 5 March; 2  April; 7 May

Course Meeting Times: 1400-1600 

Location: MPR and/or classrooms, 

Number of participants: TBD, minimum of 10

Tution: $65 per credit hour

Course Codes: 

Course Guidelines


A.  Course Registration:   To register for the course the participants must submit an online registration form located at:


·  http://www.usd-online.org/studycourse.aspx  (University of San Diego)


The registration deadline is 14 September 2012.  

B.  Course Requirements: Participants will read The Essential 55 by Ron Clark; discussing 21 sections each month.  Participants will then implement a minimum of 2-3 of the “rules” in their classroom and be prepared to discuss the results at the next meeting. The final paper will be a minimum of 3 pages, 12 point Aril type, discussing what worked and what did not work and why. 

C.  Course Description :  This course will provide an opportunity for the participants to review their current management practices and the impact on instruction and put in place new strategies that will provide better classroom management and result in improved student achievement.  

D.  Course Instructor/s:  Laurel Eisinger, Principal and/or Nedra Jones, Assistant Principal

DoDDS-P Approving Official Signature for Course:_____________________________ 


(Assistant Superintendent)


Approving official will forward copies of this document to the following:



Dr. Jim Olivero (JLO004@aol.com)



Grade the Work, Not the Behavior By Cindi Rigsbee 

[image: Article Tools]"You can't give a student a zero for cheating. You have to separate behavior from academics." That's what my principal said. Still early in my career, I looked at him as though he'd lost his mind. Memories danced in my head: teachers ripping papers in half or wadding up a student's test and aiming for the trash can. 

How could I, as a teacher, ever give a student credit after a stunt like cheating? I took that kind of thing personally. That student needed to be punished. And the best way to punish most students is by giving a bad grade, right?

But I respected my principal. And, after some reflection, I realized that I really do want grades to reflect what my students know, not what behavioral choices they make. So I began to change my philosophy on assessment.

Logging Zeroes Doesn't Help

I've had to deal with cheaters often in my middle school, even though you'd think "borrowing" work from others is more of a high school skill. I discover wandering eyes, hands surreptitiously texting, cell phone cameras capturing the image of the test, and homework copied word-for-word from someone else. 

I now respond by reassigning the work or re-administering the test by making it different and, if possible, more rigorous. For example, what was at first a multiple-choice quiz may become an essay when I retest the student. Yes, it's more time-consuming than ripping up the original work and giving a zero—but it's worth it to me to actually be able to assess whether or not my students have met my learning goals. I can't determine that if they never do the work.

When it comes to "doing the work," I do whatever it takes to get students to complete assignments. Compiling a grading log full of zeroes for missing homework isn't an option for me. 

One trick I began using once grades were calculated on the computer (instead of by hand from my grade book) is to show the student how a grade changes when there's a missing assignment. "Look, Michael," I might say. "There's a zero here for that homework you're missing. Look how your grade changes if I calculate a 50, or half the assignment, in. Now look how it changes with 100."

It's also important for students to know where they stand. I frequently share progress reports so that they don't get so far behind on missing work. Sometimes I print out the reports—but, to save resources, I often simply call a student to my desk for a "grade conference" and have them look at my computer. 

My mantra of "I just want them to do the work" has to be balanced with "I can't grade 97 late assignments, some from the first week of the grading period, the night before my grades are due." Determining how much late work to accept is, of course, a personal choice driven by individual teaching philosophies (and in some cases, schoolwide policies). But it is important that makeup work requirements are communicated early and often to students and parents.

Responding to Cheating

None of this is to say that we shouldn't deal with the refusal to turn in work. I handle such situations just as I do any other type of behavior problems. I include parents in the conversation and ask for support from them. I also take away rewards or privileges so that students can (and will) complete missing work. It's amazing how quickly students will turn in assignments if they think they'll miss talking with their friends at lunch. After all, who wants to sit with me, completing work that should've been done three days ago, when they could be solving middle school dramas with their friends? 

When it comes to cheating, I make parents aware of the situation, of course. But I never expect the student to admit anything to mom and dad. I've found it's best to merely describe what I saw, or what I have determined by evidence (two papers with the same answers, for example). I give the parents all the details I have, then tell them that I'll be reassigning the work or re-administering the test. 

Unless I have solid evidence (security camera footage of a student taking someone else's work out of a locker, for example—which I did see once), I "stick with the facts" and try not to sound accusatory and unyielding. 

Of course, when it comes to serious infractions, like physically "stealing" another student's work or using cell phones to distribute images of tests, it's important to follow any relevant school policies. My approach, even in these cases, is to address the behavior, but not in a way that affects the grade. 

Cheating is usually symptomatic of a much bigger problem that I can address with the student and the parents. Did he not understand the work? Was there no time to study because of some problems at home (or is the kid just overscheduled with extracurricular activities)? Is peer pressure involved? I treat cheating like any other behavior problem at school, and continue to focus on ensuring that the student is learning in my class.

What About the Future?

I don't want my students to think that just because I badger them until they submit work, and I retest cheaters, that the real world out there will treat them with the same courtesy. I have explicit conversations with them, repeatedly, about what happens to cheaters in college, not to mention what will happen in the workplace if someone steals another's work. 

I let them know that it is my job to assess whether or not they're learning in my class, and that these practices work only for me … at this time … in this class. Another teacher down the hallway (or reading this essay!) may have another philosophy. 

But for me, the days of ripping up student work are over. And I have a wise principal to thank for helping me see that it's better to "harass them 'til they pass."
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