Differentiated Instruction Strategies

· Choices:

· Allow students power to choose the type of activity, the degree of complixity, whether they will work individually or in a group, and perhaps even what they will learn (This contributes to self-determination, self-confidence, and empowerment)

· Create clear directions

· Provide clear expectations if the activity will be evaluated

· Provide clear procedures for getting help

· Start with fewer choices

· Include choices in homework

· Have Must Do’s and May Do’s

· Create a balance of activities that are non-negotiable and what students can self select

· Expand the initial understandings by synthesizing and creating new variations that can enhance learning (lateral enrichment)

· Must Do’s: should have clear outcomes and expectations 

· Describe the main character’s personality and motivation

· Describe the setting of the story

· May Do’s: vary and do not always address the same skills or concepts

· Design a new book cover

· Compose a well written letter to a media specialist

· Illustrate a colorful poster

· Write a one page description of a possible video game

· Compose a rap or song that tells the story line

· Write a one page, new ending to the story

· Create a mobile of the characters in the story

· Write up a description of a main character as if it is 20 years later

· Maintain ACHOR (specified, on-going tasks) for RAGGED time (Students working on different tasks at different rates

· Anchor activities should usually be:

· Self-directed

· Include aspects that can be completed on an ongoing basis

· Relate to the concepts and content to be learned

· Not necessarily involve other students

· Be engaging, meaningful tasks

· Be activities that everyone will have a chance to do

