	READING STRATEGIES FOR NON-FICTION TEXT 


★ Decide the PURPOSE of reading a particular text.
- research, writing a report, textbook assignment, personal interest, etc.
Knowing the PURPOSE will help you decide what information and ideas are the most important to remember and learn.

★ Think about what you already KNOW and feel.
This will get your brain activated and ready to learn about a particular topic. It will allow your brain to connect new information to information that you already have stored in your brain.

★ PREVIEW the text.
- Pictures, graphs, bold font, heading, captions, etc.
This will also help activate your brain and get it ready for learning. The previewing will allow your brain to prepare for specific types of information that you are about to read.
★ Break the text into small chunks, slow down, re-read.
There are many facts and ideas that are presented in non-fiction text. Trying to learn from such text can be difficult or overwhelming at times. These strategies will help minimize the overload of information you are taking in at one time and will dramatically increase your understanding and comprehension.

★ Other Strategies you can use to understand, organize and remember what you read:
Picture it
Make connections
Keep notes
Make predictions
Ask questions
Don't accept nonsense
Before reading the chapter - SCAN:
S - Survey the headings and turn them into questions (the questions will be answered during the reading - questioning is the best way to get the most out of reading non-fiction books).
C - Capture the captions and visuals (read captions and look at the pictures to try and understand what they mean).
A - Attack boldface words (reading boldface words help students understand the vocabulary, which will make the reading more meaningful. Too many students keep reading even though they don't understand the vocabulary, so we will begin each section by reviewing the keywords which will be encountered there).
N - Note and read the chapter questions (read the end of chapter questions first helps focus the reader. This is a great test-taking strategy too!)


While reading the chapter, the students will use the RUN strategy.
R - Read and adjust speed (read slower through difficult sections).
U - Use word identification skills such as sounding it out, looking for other word clues in the sentence, or breaking words into parts for unknown words.
N - Notice and check parts you don't understand (This is where we will ask if the section clicked or clunked).
	Click or Clunk? 


While reading a science or social studies text, it is important that students remind themselves that this is not a story to read quickly and skim over parts. Just about everything written in a science or social studies textbook is comprised of facts and new learning that students need. Reading slowly and rereading is the way to handle a science textbook.
During pre-reading, the SCAN part, students asked questions about the reading. While reading, students are trying to answer those questions. Discussion directors can bring up new questions throughout the reading; this is not only a good practice, but can lead to great research projects. After reading a paragraph, the reader needs to ask if that paragraph clicked or clunked. If it clicked, then it made sense and the reader can continue reading. If the paragraph clunked, then the reader asks what s/he can do to make sense of the reading. Maybe defining vocabulary words, discussing the paragraph or section, or rereading the paragraph or section will do the trick.
SCAN & RUN can work with websites as well. Readers can use whatever sections of the SCAN & RUN work and leave out any section that doesn't work. The Click or Clunk strategy is very useful for reading websites. Reading websites to answer specific questions is also a good strategy, such as when researching for a project.
 

	Metacognitive Strategies 


These are the strategies that strong readers and strong learners have:
Predicting - This encourages students to read with a purpose and to confirm or correct what they predicted.
Self-questioning - Allows learners to actively check how much they understand while reading. Students can pose questions such as, "What is the main idea?" and "Are there examples to help me understand what I just read?" Students who ask their own questions show greater improvement in comprehension.
Paraphrasing - By putting the concepts of a passage or section into their own words, or by summarizing the main points, students get a sense of how much they understand.
Visual Representation - Creating visual models of ideas within a text provides a means of organizing information into understandable wholes, and promotes the visualization of relationships.
Lookback - This strategy involves referring to what has already been read in order to increase understanding of the material.
Changing Reading Speed - When students encounter obstacles like an unusual writing style or too many unknown words, they can modify their reading speed. Good readers are able to determine the appropriate pace for their purpose. For example, they can determine when it is best to quickly scan the material (such as newspapers) and when to read slowly and deliberately (such as a science textbook).
	Strategies to Involve All Students 


Question, All-Write - Instead of calling on a few students to answer questions orally, all students write answers in their journals. Then teacher will call on volunteers to share their answers.
Sharing Pairs - Students pair up to share ideas and thoughts about a topic. This can follow the Question, All-Write strategy.
Whip Around, Pass Option - Students take turn responding to a question, or if any prefer, can say, "I pass."
KWL - Student writes down what s/he Knows about the topic, what s/he Wants to know about the topic, and then what s/he actually Learned about the topic. 
Choral Work - Students answer a question in unison.
Voting - Ask questions that all students can respond to by raising a hand.
Make a Prediction - Students make a prediction in their journals about a topic about to be covered in class.
Write a Summary - Students summarize in their journals something just covered in class.
Brainstorm Ideas - Students speak open-mindedly about a topic without worrying if their ideas are reasonable or not.
Hand Raise Signal - To signal that group work is to stop, teacher will raise one hand. As students see the teacher or others raise hands, they begin to raise their hand and cease working and talking to listen to the teacher.
Outcome sentences - Last ten to fifteen minutes of each class, students will respond to the following sentence starters:
Today I learned ...
I am feeling ...
I can improve by ...



