Writing: “Thinking with a Pencil” Dr. Neumann, Dr. Graham

· Good instruction includes:

· Environment that supports writing: center with writing tools, paper, dictionaries, message board, etc.

· While teaching reading, teach writing: point out author’s writing strategies while reading aloud

· Model good writing

· Provide lots of opportunities and practice, with corrective feedback

· Morning message: beef it up; use it as an opportunity to say something exciting, talk about current events, pose a provocative question

· Children are knowledge seekers, use this to help then learn about and write about things

· Innovations: take a favorite text i.e. Brown Bear, Brown Bear and create a new model

· What does it mean to write across the curriculum:

· Students make their own math books

· Write about what they are doing

· Summarize field trips

· Keep science notebooks; write about experiments

· Young children draw and write letters to mimic writing; capture in a simple sentence what the “story is about” and print at the bottom…continue to do this and you will see children’s writing morph into real words, sentences

· Writing has a function; it is different from handwriting

· What can you do for struggling writers:

· Struggling students have trouble with spelling…they don’t learn as much through reading (new spelling), so there must be explicit instruction in spelling

· Struggling students struggle with self-regulation, which is necessary in writing

· Struggling students have incomplete/fractional knowledge base

· Struggling students have motivation problems and often develop an intense dislike to writing
· What can parents do?
· Help organize main points

· Help their child understand the goal

· Help with framework of writing

· Establish a timeline: do difficult tasks first and fun later; limit the amount of time spent on an activity

· Spelling tells us what a child understands about sounds, letters, etc.; inventive spelling helps readers to understand concepts of sounds…

· It is a courtesy to the reader to spell accurately and write clearly

· Kindergarten and up: start teaching spelling explicitly; teach high frequency words, word families, common language patterns, word origins, word meaning, 

· Individuals vary in aptitude for spelling; mis-spelling is a hallmark for dyslexia

· Teaching strategies:

· Have a common framework and modify to meet individual needs

· Keep in mind:

· Beginning, middle, end; events; problems; solutions

· Provide more applications for information writing

· Look at writing and include comments for improvement considering what is the medium and what is the message

· Writer’s workshop: it is the process

· Focus on the process: topic, draft, edit, share

· Avoid “tired words” such as pretty, beautiful, etc.

· Maintain a pleasant environment: allow students to interact with students as well as the teacher; it should be a place where it is okay to take risks

· Make connections between reading and writing

· Emphasize the process with more explicit teaching on each stage
