Observing the Holidays in Public Schools

(Unofficial document, but something to think about)

NSPRA, November 2002

“Everyone enjoys the holiday season, particularly children, but it is also a time to be aware of, and sensitive to, the various cultural and religious backgrounds of the members of our school families.  By focusing on creating a learning environment where all students feel comfortable and accepted, educators can preserve the joy of the season while keeping an appropriate emphasis on the educational program.” 

· Information about religious and cultural holidays and traditions should focus on how and when they are celebrated, their origins and histories, and be infused into existing curricular areas

· Religious music and art should be used to teach concepts, convey historical and cultural content and to create aesthetic experiences in a setting emphasizing artistic expression and educational value

· Artifacts and displays should be sued for clarifying religious concepts and traditions and included as part of a curriculum unit.  

· Music programs may include religious music as long as a religious theme or religious holiday celebration is not the focus of the program

· Avoid any hint of promoting one religious belief or observance over another

· Respect a parent’s right to excuse their child from certain programs or keep their child at home to observe particular holidays

What some schools have done:

· December Diversity Day at which various cultures/religious holidays/ events are represented.  Music, art and  customs are presented to the students, who circulate to each presentation during the half-day program

· Winger celebrations, ask students to share how they celebrate the holidays with their families

· Celebrating every holiday throughout the year

