Designing homework that contributes to learning
"Write 10 spelling words three times each." Does such a homework task effectively reinforce learning? A better assignment might be to allow the student to choose whether to type the words, spell them out loud, use letter tiles to spell them or create a puzzle using words. Cathy Vatterott, an associate professor of education at the University of Missouri-St. Louis, provides examples of how to create meaningful homework assignments that have purpose, are personalized, instill confidence and go beyond busywork. Educational Leadership (9/2010) 
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