Common Acronyms

Acronym
What it stands for…

APL
All Purpose Leave:  Each school year, you receive 3 APL days.  You can use these leave days at your discretion

AT
Administrative Technologist:  The person in charge of maintaining the computers and networks

AWOL
Absent Without Leave:  If you are absent without prior approval

BOQ
Bachelor Officers’ Quarters:  Apartment style billeting for officers (and officer equivalent)

BX
Base Exchange:  The retail store on the base; one stop shopping

COLA
Cost of Living Allowance: A tax free allowance to help cover the cost of living overseas. COLS will fluctuate with the yen rate

DB
Daily Bulletin:  A daily lit of reminders for students and teachers

ET
Educational Technologist:  The technology curriculum specialist.  She/he will help you prepare technology lessons for your students

FEHB
Federal Employees Health Benefits:  DoDDS health insurance program

FMO
Furniture Management Office:  You can get furniture, including washers, dryers, refrigerators, beds, couches, chairs, beds, etc to use while you are living here

IC
Information Center:  Also known as the library and the Media Center

LES
Leave and Earnings Statement:  Pay statement you will receive every two weeks.  Notify the office immediately if you do not receive this statement.  Keep them as long as you are working for DoDDS, you may need one of them some day.

LQA
Living Quarters Allowance:  The allowance you receive to reimburse your for rent, electricity, gas, and water 

CSC
Case Study Committee:  This committee meets to make decisions related to special needs students

RAT
Return Agreement Travel :  Summer travel agreement that entitles you to a trip to your home of records if you agree to return to DoDDS for a specified amount of time.

SAC
School Advisory Committee:  A committee of parents , teachers, and community members.    It makes recommendations to the administration

IAC
Installation Advisory Committee:  Composed of representative from each SAC on the base.  It acts as a conduit for information from above and below school level

DSO
District Office:  Located on Yokota AB, it is the office of the Superintendent

SF 1190
Federal Form that is used to claim TQSA or LQA

SP
Security Police

TDY
Temporary Duty:  When you go to another location for training or other school related business.

TMO
Transportation Management Operation:  Delivers and picks up your household goods for shipment to other locations

TQSA
Temporary Quarters Allowance:  An allowance you receive to cover costs while staying in temporary quarters (until you find a house or apartment to live in; and when you are leaving your current assignment you receive this allowance to cover your living costs till you leave)

TSP
Thrift Savings Plan:  A government 401K type savings plan. You can join after you have worked for 60 days

SF 1164
Federal form:  Used for mileage and other miscellaneous expenses

EML
Environmental Morale Leave:  You are eligible to two space available trips each school year (free but on a space available basis)

