Parent Newsletter 

One day in December something special occurred,

Hallways were quite no child was disturbed.

Yokota East took time in hand,

Made a statement, took a stand…

For thirty short minutes we stopped the clock

Grabbed a book, read a line, did not talk. 

Students were found sitting every which way

Books in their hands, their eyes did not stray.

Worlds opened up, imaginations were unlocked

Wonderful things happened as new books were sought!

Clocks seemed to slow, time stood still

Kids were all captured getting their fill.

We (students, teachers, and parents) think that by making reading the focus, student achievement across the curriculum will improve.  To learn language and literacy, students must see language and literacy as meaningful and functional.  They need to see people of all ages not only reading, but using reading as part of their daily lives. When they see our cooks, custodians, secretaries and the principal reading the message is loud and clear “READING IS IMPORTANT”.  However, school is only a small part of a student’s day.  If we want our students to be successful readers we need to work together.  Below are some suggestions on how you can help your child/children to get the most out of books.

1. Read with our child almost every day.  You can read to them, with them or have them read to you.

2. Make sure your child often sees YOU reading newspapers, magazines, and books.  Talk with your child about how reading is used in your job.

3. Read street signs with your child (or have your child read them to you).  Have your child write shopping lists and read the list to you.

4. Play word games as a family.  Hangman is a great way to pass time while waiting for food to be delivered!

5. Talk with your child about favorite characters or events in books.  Books gain in value when they are shared.

Whatever you do please take time from your busy schedules to read.

