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A student generated criteria for selecting books

On the Easy Side

it's like you just run through the book.

Can read it fast.

Read it in two seconds.

You don't stumble over any words,
You enjoy it!

You finish quickly.

You know it like the back of your hand!

Just Right 4 :

You stumble over some words, but the only way to get better is to figure them out.
A little slower but not too slow.

The story’s exciting.

Some words you don't know but mostly you can figure them out.

You stop and look closely at some words but mostly you can figure them out.

You know the strategy to use.

On the Hard Side

Youi find a lot of words you don't know-1t doesn’'t make sense!
Words get complicated.

Sometimes you have to sound out the words a lot.

Some words you don't understand.

You stumble over words.

You reread a lot.

The type of print may be too hard.

You feel frustrated.

You want to quit.

You have to stop a lot.

There are about 3 words you know and 20 you don’t know!




Name

QAUESTIONS FOR READERS

Easy Books

Ask yourself these questions. If you circle YES, this book is probably an easy

one for you.

Just Right Books

Ask yourself these questions. If you circle YES, this book is probably just right

for you.

Challenge Books

Ask yourself these questions. If you circle NO to #1 & 2 and YES to #3 & 4,

this book is probably going to be a little difficult for you.

Adapted from M. Chlauser and M. Jepsen, 1992,




UIDELINE SCALE FOR SELECTING QUALITY BO0oKs
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Stories

1. is the plot criginal and believable?

7. How does it compare with others in same genre?

U ) N MU

__________________________

Informational Books

1. Does the book stimulate C!Jl’lOSl‘ty and wonder?

7. Are there reference aids such as an index?
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Poetry

1. Is it lively with exciting meters and rhythms?

7. Are poems arranged with enough space on
the page?
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Five Finger Wethod

Turn to any page and begin reading. If there are five
words you can’t pronounce or don’t understand, then
the book is too difficult!



