A Proverb
The Chinese bamboo is a nut with a tough skin, so after it’s planted, it must be watered and fertilized.  But the first year nothing happens.  The same process is repeated through the second, third, and fourth years; still nothing happens.   Then during the fifth year, the stalk bursts through the ground, and within a six-week period, the bamboo grows 90 feet.  Did it grow 90 feet in six weeks, or 90 feet in five years? I believe five years is more accurate.   Why? Because, if fertilizing and watering had not been maintained at any time during that interval, the plan would have died.

As we seek powerful, long-lasting improvements in education, remember the Chinese bamboo.  Cultural changes, including longstanding attitudes and behaviors, may require consistent nurturing for years.   May this serve as a reminder not to grow impatient or weary in our improvement efforts. 
